
Using Technology 
     to Make 
Your Vacation Travel
      Better

Today’s Topic



The World of Travel



The World of Technology



Agenda
• Planning your trip

• Using well-known websites/apps (Tripadvisor, Google 

Earth, YouTube, etc.)

• Using AI (Bing, ChatGPT, Bard)

• Other helpful sites and apps

• Making Reservations

• Wrap up



Planning your trip



Tripadvisor

This is a great site and/or app with which to get started 
on your trip planning



Here is some info about TripAdvisor



And more information



TripAdvisor

The starting page allows you to select a location 



TripAdvisor

Let’s say you are interested in traveling to London and I type that in



TripAdvisor

Here is what shows up – you can see several different choices re London



TripAdvisor

Assume I just want some general travel advice about London



TripAdvisor

There is this nice picture, but if you scroll down



TripAdvisor

You see ideas, recommendations, and tips from experience travelers



TripAdvisor

If you want some ideas on things go to do – click this



TripAdvisor

This gives you some choices – let’s try Walking Tours



TripAdvisor

You will get lots of suggestions



TripAdvisor

Let’s try Specialty Museums



TripAdvisor

#1 is the British Museum



TripAdvisor

The Travel Forums can  give you good advice



Tripadvisor

People ask all kinds of questions and get advice from other 
travelers



Tripadvisor

A lot of people use TripAdvisor to research hotels



TripAdvisor

To look at prices and reviews



TripAdvisor

Here’s a couple for this hotel



TripAdvisor

Here’s another hotel – The Bailey’s Hotel 



Other options are available if you click on More ….



For example , you can find about cruises



This screen pops up, so let’s research Europe Cruises



I select July 2023



This starts a scrollable list of cruises for me to investigate



TripAdvisor
Moving from Cruises back to Hotels….pretend I am 

interested in the hotel we looked at before, The Bailey’s 
Hotel in London

Before I check rates, I want to find out what kind of 
neighborhood within which the hotel is located

That’s because I wont have a car and will be doing a lot of 
walking from the hotel to tube stations, stores, restaurants



TripAdvisor

Here is the hotel 



I am now going to use a very nice online tool 
(which is also an app for phones/tablets)



I am going to go to Google Earth 
and search for that hotel

https://earth.google.com/web/

https://earth.google.com/web/


Let’s go check out the Eiffel Tower

https://earth.google.com/web/

https://earth.google.com/web/


Another good site for travel planning is YouTube



YouTube features videos about traveler’s made 
by people all the way from professional travel 
gurus (such as Rick Steves) to anybody with a 

smart phone

https://www.youtube.com/

https://www.youtube.com/


Walking tours can be helpful – let’s take a look 
at one about Florence, Italy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yOSV5oZYQo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yOSV5oZYQo


Let’s move into the most recent Hi-Tech



The “Big New Thing” is AI



In My Humble Opinion..
There are three major AI alternatives

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.magodelpc.cloud/chatgpt-4/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Let’s start with Google Bard



I Google “Bard”



This screen shows up for me



I ask the Bard AI for help planning a trip to France



And here is how it responds

Google Maps
Here's a possible itinerary for an eight-day trip to France for you and your wife that 
includes museums, cathedrals, castles and wineries:

Days 1-3: Paris. Start your trip in the City of Lights, where you can visit the Louvre 
Museum, the Musée d'Orsay, and the Notre Dame Cathedral. Take a stroll along the 
Seine River, and enjoy a picnic in the Jardin du Luxembourg. On your last day in Paris, 
take a day trip to Versailles to see the Palace of Versailles.

Days 4-5: Bordeaux. From Paris, take a train or rent a car and drive to Bordeaux, the 
wine capital of France. Visit the Cité du Vin, a museum dedicated to wine, and take a 
wine tasting tour in the Médoc or Sauternes wine regions.



•Days 6-7: Loire Valley. Next, drive to the Loire Valley, which is known for its 
beautiful chateaux and vineyards. Visit the Château de Chambord, the 
Château de Chenonceau, and the Château de Villandry. Take a hot air 
balloon ride over the vineyards for a truly magical experience.

•Day 8: Return to Paris. On your last day, drive back to Paris or take the train. 
Enjoy a final stroll through the city before catching your flight home.

And here is how it responds



Let’s see how Bing handles the same request



This is the initial Bing screen



Asking the same question about a vacation to France 



Here is how Bing responded

I’d be happy to help you plan your trip to France! Here’s an itinerary that includes 
museums, cathedrals, castles, and wineries:

Day 1: Start your trip in Paris. Visit the Louvre Museum and the Notre-Dame 
Cathedral.

Day 2: Take a day trip to the Palace of Versailles.

Day 3: Visit the Château de Chambord in the Loire Valley.

Day 4: Visit the Château de Chenonceau in the Loire Valley.



Here is how Bing responded

Day 5: Take a day trip to the Champagne region and visit the Moët & Chandon 
winery.

Day 6: Visit the Château de Fontainebleau.

Day 7: Visit the Château de Vaux-le-Vicomte.

Day 8: End your trip in Bordeaux. Visit the Cité du Vin museum and take a wine tour.

I hope this itinerary helps you plan your trip! Let me know if you have any other 
questions or if you’d like me to suggest something else. Bon voyage! 



Let’s see how ChatGPT does



Main screen from ChatGPT



Same question



ChatGPT is wordier in its response

Certainly! Planning an eight-day trip to France that includes museums, 
cathedrals, castles, and wineries sounds like a fantastic adventure. Here's a 
suggested itinerary:

Day 1-2: Paris

Morning: Arrive in Paris and settle into your accommodation.

Afternoon: Visit the Louvre Museum to explore world-renowned art collections, 
including the Mona Lisa.

Evening: Take a stroll along the Seine River and enjoy dinner in a charming 
Parisian bistro.



ChatGPT is wordier in its response

Day 2: Paris

Morning: Explore the Notre-Dame Cathedral, a 
masterpiece of French Gothic architecture.

Afternoon: Visit the Musée d'Orsay, housing an extensive 
collection of Impressionist and Post-Impressionist 
masterpieces.

Evening: Relax in a sidewalk café or take a Seine River 
cruise for a different perspective of Paris at night.



ChatGPT is wordier in its response

Day 3: Versailles
•Morning: Take a day trip to the Palace of Versailles. Explore the opulent 
palace, stunning gardens, and the Hall of Mirrors.

•Afternoon: Visit the Grand Trianon and Petit Trianon on the palace grounds.
•Evening: Return to Paris for a relaxing evening.

Day 4: Reims
•Morning: Travel to Reims, known for its beautiful cathedral and as the 
traditional site of the coronation of French kings.
•Afternoon: Visit the Reims Cathedral and explore the city center.
•Evening: Enjoy a dinner at a local brasserie and taste the region's famous 
champagne.



ChatGPT is wordier in its response

Day 5: Reims/Epernay
•Morning: Take a short trip to Epernay, another Champagne-producing 
town.
•Afternoon: Tour one of the prestigious Champagne houses, such as 
Moët & Chandon or Dom Pérignon.
•Evening: Return to Reims or Epernay for a leisurely evening.
Day 6: Loire Valley
•Morning: Head to the Loire Valley, known for its beautiful castles.
•Afternoon: Visit Château de Chambord or Château de Chenonceau.
•Evening: Relax and dine in a charming local restaurant.



ChatGPT is wordier in its response

Day 7: Loire Valley

Morning: Explore more Loire Valley castles, such as Château de Villandry or 
Château d'Amboise.
Afternoon: Visit a local winery in the region.
Evening: Enjoy a farewell dinner in the Loire Valley.

Day 8: Departure

Morning: If time allows, visit a local market or take a last-minute stroll 
through the beautiful French countryside.
Afternoon: Depart from France with wonderful memories.



How about a Road Trip?

Let’s ask Bing



Here is my question



Bing plots out a several day trip for me









Here is a popular site used primarily for discussions about airline travel
This may help you with researching flight times, connections, aircrafts



Here is a similar site, called “flyertalk”



There are two websites that the U.S. 
Government provides to inform and 
guide travelers to foreign countries



The State Dept site offers information to help plan foreign travel 

https://travel.state.gov

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel.html


This site is a program that allows the State Dept to 
provide you real-time information while in another coutry

https://step.state.gov/

https://step.state.gov/


What about making reservations?

You can always make reservations through the actual airline or hotel,       
but now there are massive online sites that can do that for you 

or



Some of the most popular online sites include 
Booking.com,  Expedia, Hotels.com, Orbitz, Priceline, 
Kayak, Travelocity and Trivago

Some of these are “OTAs’ and some are “Aggregators”



Let’s discuss the difference



OTAs are not a new concept
   Remember in the old days there were “brick and mortor” travel agencies?

   You would go to their office, look through a bunch of brochures

   They would suggest hotels and flights for you

   You would pick and they would set it all up for you

   They got the airline tickets, the hotel reservations, tour info, etc.

   And they were paid a commission by all of the above

Today’s OTAs do the same thing, just via technology



And then there are the Aggregators



Many of these online travel sites are now owned by Expedia 



Many more are owned by another conglomerate, Booking Holdings



I hope you enjoyed the presentation and Happy Travelling!
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